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his shoulder. He has his usual rounds and appears to meet with a very hearty welcome* The bangles are put on by the bangle-man, and it seems a very painful process for the poor female. She sits on the ground in front of the manipulator, and he, seated tailor fashion, takes her hand in his, and begins the operation, kneading and pressing with practised fingers. He now and then soothes the sufferer by pointing out the beauty that will be the result of the pain. The wonder is, ijie circles being so small, how they can be got over the hand at all; but the Hindu hand is very supple, and the operator knows how to press and squeeze so as to accomplish his purpose. The painful operation roust, however, be done, and the sooner it is over and the less fuss made about it the better. The lac bangle is not put on over the hand in this way; it is cut and pressed open and, after a piece or two has been snipped off to make it the proper sizs, the ends are heated and pressed together when they readily join. When a female has in this way had her bangles renewed, she makes obeisance to the bangle-man and also to his stock in trade.
The ornaments hitherto enumeiated are ordinarily made of gold, the glass bangles excepted. The body or inner part of the jewel may be of copper or lead, especially in the larger sized ones; but silver is only worn by poor people. The women of the Lambardis and some other gypsy tribes are ornamented in the most profuse and barbarous fashion. Full blown flower-like silver ornaments, with numerous small globular pendants tinkling softly like little bells fall over their hair; large and heavy bracelets of brass, or * ivory, or even painted wood are on their wrists. Their heavy brass anklets, which are hollow and contain little pellets; give out a tinkling sound as they walk along. The dress of these women is quite different from that of ordinary Hindu females; it is very picturesque, and